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Marat in discrediting the Girondins, and inspired his friend
Oamille's witty pamphlet " Jean Pierre Brissot demasque." He
had been elected substitute to the procureur of the Commune
in the November of 1791, and this office gave him an official
position in the municipality of Paris, which he used to
obtain an entire mastery over the new men who were to
play a part in affairs. He had deprecated any movement in
the June of 1792, but was the heart and soul of the organiza-
tion of the insurrection of August 10, and deputed his
friend Westermann to act for him at the insurrectionary
committee. He had changed his place of abode, and now
lived in the same house with Camille Desmoulins, No. 1, Cour
de Commerce Saint Andre-aux-Arcs,1 where Lucile Desmoulins
and Madame Danton, who greatly resembled each other in
character, became firm friends. The success of August 10
caused him to be elected Minister of Justice, and on the llth
he had appointed Camille head of his secretaries. In that
capacity he had laboured hard on the summons of the
volunteers to the frontier, and had made his famous speech,
" De 1'audace, cle Taudace, toujours de 1'audace." The greatest
blot of his administration way his indifference during the
massacres in the prisons, for his power could have stopped
them at once. But he regarded these massacres as an
advantage to France, and believed that bhey cleared the way
for a new and more energetic government.2 He now sur-
rendered his office, and was elected second deputy for Paris to
the Convention. He shared with both Robespierre and Marat,
but in a far greater degree, their longing to establish a strong
executive government, and thus ensure the success of France

1  Camille et Li wile Deumoulms, by Jules Claretie, p. 181    Paris , 1875.

2  See particularly on this subject tlie series of articles, written in the
shape of a legal defence, by Dr. Hobinet the biographer, entitled Danton
d'apres les dowwnents.  Utiponsv an,& imputations d'ujnorance, d^mmorahte,
de vfyialitet da dilapulatwns, massacres de S&pteitibret in the lidwlution
fraiiguine, November, December, 1882, January^ February, March, April,
May, June, and July, 1883; and the articles on Danton et les massacres
de Septembre, by Antonin Dubost, in the same magazine for August,
September, October, Novcmbei, and December, 1880